The Path Forward -

IMLA/CLC Legislation Development For
52nd  Quadrennial Session General Conference A.M.E. Zion Church
To Annual Conferences

	Chair Person: Mr. Jerry McCombs

	PART: II                                                                                      

Title:  The Constitution  

 Section Number/Title: DIVISION TWO – ORGANIZATION – SECTION II – THE GENERAL CONFERENCE                                                               

 ¶ Number:   19. Article VII 

	Proposed Change (s):

To insert following Section 14.:

To act as a court of appeals for any lay member, Exhorter, Local Preacher, Local Deacon, or Local Elder, who has  been convicted by a lower court.


Committee: The Ministry 

Chair Person: Rev. Dr. M Luther Hill 

	Chapter:  II    Title:   Exhorters     Section Number/Title:  ¶ Number: 251 

	Proposed Change (s): 

To add to paragraph 251, item (1) in the following developmental studies: Methodist History, A.M.E. Zion History, Teaching, Catechism, and A.M.E. Zion Polity.

	


Committees Who Worked with Administrative Boards

	Committee:  Christian Education

Chair Persons: Rev. Cathy Henderson and Ms. Pat Hunter


Chapter: 12. Board of Christian Education  Title: Realigning the SG Spottswood Acolyte Ministry with the Board of Worship and Ritual

Section Number/Title: Section 2. General Secretary of Christian Education  ¶ Number: 510

	Proposed Change (s): 

Be it resolved that the SG Spottswood Order of the Chancel Ministry, known colloquially as the Acolyte Ministry, be moved from the auspices of the Christian Education Department and established as a connectional auxiliary under the authority of the Board of Worship and Ritual.

	Budget:$0

	Committee:  Christian Education

Chair Person: Rev. Cathy Henderson and Ms. Pat Hunter

Chapter: 12. Board of Christian Education  Title: The Board of Christian Education   Section Number/Title: Section 1. Functions and Organization ¶ Number: 507

Proposed Change (s): 

Be it therefore resolved, that Paragraph 507 be revised to read as follows:

“The Board of Christian Education shall consist of three Bishops and one clergy and one lay representative of every Episcopal District.”

Be it therefore further resolved that Paragraph 507 section 2 be revised to read as follows
“The 51st session of the General Conference directs that the Board of Christian Education be divided into two separate boards, namely: The Board of Christian Education – Home and Church and the Board of Schools and Colleges.”


Budget:$0

Committee:  Christian Education

Chair Person: Rev. Cathy Henderson and Ms. Pat Hunter

Chapter: 12. Board of Christian Education  Title: General Secretary of Christian Education Section Number/Title: Section 2. General Secretary of Christian Education ¶ Number: 510

Proposed Change (s): 

Editing the second half of Par. 510 to read: “The Secretary shall serve as the executive director of the Department with responsibility for conducting the administration, correspondence and business of the Department and exercising oversight of all the Department’s auxiliaries and staff. Furthermore, they shall travel; conduct institutes; prepare and make available standard record and report forms; direct research and experiments for the furtherance of Christian Education; prepare and issue programs for special days in the Church School; issue charters to Varick Christian Education Societies; direct and supervise leadership education; and expand the Department’s capacity as deemed appropriate.”

Budget:$0
Committee:  Christian Education

Chair Person: Rev. Cathy Henderson and Ms. Pat Hunter

Chapter: 12. Board of Christian Education   Title: Composition of the Local Board of Christian Education Section Number/Title: Section 4. Home and Church 

 ¶ Number: 544

Proposed Change (s):

In addition to the church school and CED leadership of the local church, the current board is directed to be composed of the president, secretary, and treasurer of each organization in the local church. This has proven cumbersome and unrealistic for many congregations. The proposed reduction would only require one representative of each organization, regardless of position, rather than three.  

Budget:$0
Committee:  Christian Education

Chair Person: Rev. Cathy Henderson and Ms. Pat Hunter

Chapter: 12. Board of Christian Education  Title: An Articulated Structure for the Connectional Christian Education Department Section Number/

Title: Proposed creation of new section 3. ¶ Number: N/A

Proposed Change (s):

The creation of a new section Three of the Christian Education chapter of the Book of Discipline.

To articulate a formal organizational system for the connectional Christian Education Department based on current practice

To realign the regions of CED to Episcopal Districts

To better align the Department’s work with that of the local church.

PATH FORWARD: 

Legislation will be submitted to the Board of Christian Education 

Budget:$0
	Committee:  Zion Benefits Services Benevolent Support

Chair Person:  Dorothy M. Gill-Smith

Chapter:   X Title:  Relief for Widows and Widowers    ¶500  Section 2  

	Proposed Change (s): 

To increase the monthly amount for widows and widowers from $60.00 to $100.00.  Widow and/or Widowers of a Bishop remain at $250.00.
To continue benefit payments “providing that he/she has not remarried and remains a member of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church”, 
which could extend beyond the five years specified in the BOD.  

To ensure beneficiary information is kept up to date through ZBS. 

To make sure proper documents are filed to establish eligibility of pastors, widows/widowers to receive benefits. 

Budget:$TBD


	Committee: Church  Growth and Development

Chair Person: Rev. Dr. Gary Adams

Chapter:       XV      Title: Board of Church Growth and Development    Section Number/Title:  ¶ Number:

Proposed Change (s): 

· In the 2008 Book of Discipline page 217, where the departments were merged, church extension was removed. Add back the piece concerning church expansion. 

¶585 For the promotion of the temporal welfare of the Church., the securing, improvement and the saving of Church and parsonage property, the General conference of The African Methodist episcopal Zion Church directs that there shall be an organization in our Church known as the Church Extension Board.

Loans, co signatures, etc. will automatically be rejected by the department, however the other functions can be reinstated.

· The current definition of “mission conference” is defined by an annual conference whose claim is less than $50,000.

              The definition or criteria needs to be reevaluated. Budget:$TBD



	Chapter:  XVI   Title: The Board of Lay Activities

Section Number/Title:   Annual Conference Lay Council  Part IX Chapter XVI, THE BOARD OF LAY ACTIVITIES,  ¶602 of the Book of Discipline

Proposed Change (s):

Elected officers training shall be conducted within the first ninety days following closing of Annual Conference, under the guidance of the Board of Lay Activities. (to be added to the end of para. 602)

¶602. There shall be organized in each Annual Conference a Lay Council which shall have the power to elect its own officers and shall meet as often as determined by said Council. The Council shall be amenable to the Conference Board of Lay Activities, which shall be appointed by the Bishop. Its officers shall be members in good standing of the Local Lay Council and of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.  Elected officers training shall be conducted within the first ninety days following closing of the respective Annual Conference, under the guidance of the Conference Board of Lay Activities. Training material shall be provided from the Connectional Lay Council Education Committee, annually.




Forward to Codification Commission (Language & Inclusion): 

Presiding Elder Erich Shumake 
Committee: The Ministry 

Chair Person: Rev. Dr. M Luther Hill 

	Chapter:  V          Title:  Bishops     Section Number/Title:   ¶ Number: 224 & al.

	Proposed Change (s): 

Reference the September 2015 issue of the Star of Zion, article entitled, “Official Announcement from the Board of Bishops Regarding the Reconstruction Commission”.

Committee: Church  Growth and Development

Chair Person: Rev. Dr. Gary Adams

Chapter:       XV      Title: Board of Church Growth and Development    

Proposed Change (s): 

There needs to be consistent language in the Book of Discipline regarding the Department of Church Growth and Development. There are places that the Bureau of Evangelism is still printed. 
Committee: The Conference

Chair Person: Mr. Walton Jones 

Glossary: 2021 Book of Discipline 

Proposed Change (s): 

Add definitions for the following commonly used terms in The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church:

Character (reference pg. 67 ¶ 172 5) and Amenable (reference pg. 129 ¶343 c) for clarification.

Committee: Temporal Economy The General Adm. Boards Part 3: Board of Lay Activities – Connectional Lay Council

Chair Person: Dr. Mary J. Matthews

Chapter:    XVI       Title:  The Board of Lay Activities   Section Number/Title:   Annual Conference Lay Council    ¶ Number: 602

 Proposed Change (s):
Board of Lay Activities: There shall be organized in each Annual Conference a Lay Council which shall meet as often as they determine. The Council shall be under the (insert) control (strike) direction (insert) of the Annual Conference Board of Lay Activities. (strike period) , (insert comma) The Annual Conference Board of Lay Activities (strike) which (insert) shall be appointed by the bishop and confirmed by members of the said Annual Conference. The Council shall have the power to adopt its Constitution and By-laws in keeping with the Book of (insert) Discipline of the Church (strike) and in conformity with the Constitution (strike) By-Laws (insert) of the Connectional Lay Board (strike) Council (insert). It shall have the power to elect its officers who shall be members of The A.M.E. Zion Church.  




	Committee: Temporal Economy The General Adm. Boards Part 3: Board of Lay Activities – Connectional Lay Council

	Chair Person: Dr. Mary J. Matthews

	


Part IX Chapter XVI, THE BOARD OF LAY ACTIVITIES ¶599, ¶600, ¶604 and ¶605

	
	


Proposed Change (s):
The General Conference of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church directs that there shall be a Lay Council for the purpose of deepening the spiritual life of the laity, to disseminate information, to cultivate denominational loyalty, to expand the denomination through education and evangelism, and to promote any other interest of the Kingdom of God. The Lay Council shall be under the direction of the Board of Lay Activities, which Board shall be appointed by the Board of Bishops.  

The Board (strike) Connectional Lay Council (insert) shall have the (insert) power to convene a Quadrennial Convention every four years, immediately following the Connectional Council. The Connectional Lay Council shall have the power to adopt its own Constitution and By-Laws to be ratified by the next ensuing General Conference.

¶600. It (strike) The Council (insert) shall have power to elect its own officers who shall be members in good standing of The African Methodist    

          Episcopal Zion Church and of the Lay Council.  

1. Five members of the Board (strike) Council’s officers (insert) shall constitute a quorum in Executive Committee meetings (insert).  

2. The Board of Lay Activities shall receive the Annual Report of the Connectional Lay Council through the Connectional (strike) International (insert) President and approve same before it is presented to the Connectional Council. The said Board shall be responsible for giving direction to the Connectional Lay Council Executive Board and give (insert) prior approval to all of its functions. It (strike) The Board of Lay Activities (insert) shall meet annually at the time and place of the Connectional Council. The Chairman, (insert comma) First (insert) and Second (insert) Vice Chairmen shall be Bishops and the Third Vice Chairman shall be a lay person (insert). 

¶604. There shall be organized in each Local Church a Lay Council which shall have the power to elect its own officers and meet at least four   

 times a year. The Local Council shall have the authority to write its own By-Laws as long as they do not conflict with the denomination’s By-Laws  

(strike) Book of Discipline (insert) and the By-Laws of the Connectional Lay Council (insert). It shall be amenable to and its officers confirmed by 

the Quarterly Conference.

	Committee: Temporal Economy The General Adm. Boards Part 3: Board of Lay Activities – Connectional Lay Council

	Chair Person: Dr. Mary J. Matthews

	Primary Contact Name: Dr. Mary J. Matthews    Email Address: clcpresident10@aol.com  Phone Number:


Chapter:   VII      Title:    The Board of Lay Activities  Section Number/Title:  Pastors in Charge   PART V, THE MINISTRY, CHAPTER VII; PASTORS IN CHARGE, ¶234, #38

PROPOSED CHANGES (s):

The Pastor shall organize in each local church a Lay Council which shall meet as often as determined by said council. The Council shall be under the control (strike) direction (insert) of the local Board of Lay Activities. The board shall be appointed by the Pastor and confirmed by the Quarterly Conference. This board (strike) The Lay Council (insert) shall be amenable to the Quarterly Conference. The board (strike) Council (insert) is to be governed by the Constitution and By-laws of the Connectional Lay Council. 
	Committee: Judicial Administration

	Chair Person: Jerry McCombs

	Chapter: IX   Title:  Establishment of a Judicial Council  Section Number/Title: ¶Number:  341 -354

Proposed Change (s): 

To re-write of relevant sections of the “Establishment of A Judicial Council” based on an internal review and assessment of the following:

Clarity of function; Editorial corrections; and Amend and clarify previous legislation                                                           
	


	Chapters
	Titles
	¶ Numbers

	II
	TRIAL OF AN EXHORTER OR A LOCAL PREACHER
	276

	III
	TRIAL OF A LOCAL DEACON OR A LOCAL ELDER
	281

	IV
	PROCEEDINGS AGAINST A PREACHER ON TRIAL
	287

	V
	TRIAL OF A TRAVELING MINISTER IN FULL CONNECTION
	295   &  300

	VI
	TRIAL OF A BISHOP
	305   &  307

	VII
	COURT OF APPEALS
	340


	Proposed Change (s): 

For example:

 Chap. II Trial of an Exhorter or a Local Preacher

¶276 Remove: “and its decision shall be final”

           Insert/Add: such decision may be appealed to the Judicial Council, whose decision shall be final subject only to the General Conference.



	

	Committee:  Local Economy

Chair Person: William Manning



	


	Chapter:        1                                                                               

Title:     RELIEF OF THE POOR AND MINISTRY OF KINDNESS AND SUPPORT OF EFFECTIVE MINISTRY   

 Section Number/Title:       I. Relief of the Poor                                                         

 ¶ Number: 355



	

	PROPOSED CHANGE (S):
Remove the phrase relief of the poor in the title

Consolidate paragraphs 355 and 357 

Remove the language “at each Love Feast and at the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper”  and include the language for ministry of kindness that is included in quarterly conference reporting, i.e. For ecumenical concerns, to the sick, needy, distressed.


	No Resolutions/Recommendations (To date)


	Committee:  Local Economy

Chair Person: William Manning

Chapter:        1                                                                               

Title:     RELIEF OF THE POOR AND MINISTRY OF KINDNESS AND SUPPORT OF EFFECTIVE MINISTRY   

 Section Number/Title:       6-7. Support of Pastors and Presiding Elders                                          

 ¶ Number:

	

	PROPOSED CHANGE (S):
We seek to address the concerns of clergy compensation and recognize the
economic difficulties encountered by churches.

  
We also seek to address the financial needs of the clergy and the support of the local churches. We see the realities of the current financial environment, including the cost of living, the cost of materials and goods, and access to resources, as well as the need for effective appropriation of non-allocated funds.

The Book of Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church provides guidance to support effective ministry in the churches and the appropriation process for local churches to support general officers and bishops. It does not contain a consistent process for all episcopal districts to provide tangible, consistent, and equitable compensation of pastors and presiding elders and support of churches, thereby ensuring the prescribed process for the support of general officers and bishops.

We recommend the denomination establish a process to support clergy serving as pastors in charge and presiding elders of the Annual Conference by recommending conference standards for pastoral and presiding elder support, distribution of presiding elders’ and pastor’s salary, and support of the church.



	A resolution was developed but tabled because further study needs to be done. see next steps 


	Committee:  Part IX = Temporal Economy

	Chairperson:  Rev. Dr. Moses Thompson


Chapter: III   Title:  The Connectional Budget Department Section Number/Title: Connectional Budget with Central Treasury                                                                 

	Proposed Change (s): 

Set up a line item into which the money will be deposited; Invest the money so that the principal amount would never be lost Interest earned would utilize to carry out the following objectives: 

· Better accounting of our stewardship

· Setting up an account that would be utilized to help churches, disaster relief, pensions for ministers, widows and widowers and churches in need of repair

	PATH FORWARD:

No proposed resolution at this time to address these matters.

Budget:$TBD


Other Resolutions/Recommendations -AD HOC Committee

Ministers Bill of Rights 
Resolution for the Minister’s Bill of Rights was presented to the 49th Quadrennial Session of the General Conference and received a NON-MERIT status. It was prepared as a resolution for to the 50th Quadrennial Session of the General Conference and was NOT permitted to move forward. It was our determination that we REVISIT the Minister’s Bill of Rights and that it be assigned to an appropriate Annual Conference

Develop Resolution to Remove Article Twenty-Three from the Articles of Religion

Referred back to Dr. Broadnax to Use an Alternative Resolve. via resolution

The Restructuring Commission
Resolution drafted to mandating all bodies, committees, and commissions seeking to have legislation or recommendations adopted by the General Conference comply with the Legislative Flow Chart page 290, 2021 Book of Discipline. Seeking to process resolution through an Annual Conference.  
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